
Walton & Hersham Labour Party  

AGM - 18th May 2016. 

 
Present: Daniel Ewan (Vice-Chair), Peter Jepson (Secretary), Richard Leonard 

(Treasurer), Katrina Jepson, Sandra Buck, Vera-Anne Anderson, Sue Hill, Jackie 

Andrews, Fred Green, Sue Cooper.  

 

(1) Apologies: Irene Hamilton, Sarah Adams, Steve Smith, Julie Crook, Peter 

Crook.  

 

(2) Correspondence: The Secretary reported that Irene Hamilton apologised for 

not being at the meeting and stated that she was willing to stand down as 

Chair.  The correspondence between the Secretary and Irene was circulated 

around the meeting for members to read (see attached). 

 

(3) Election of Chair: Peter Jepson was nominated and elected after accepting 

the nomination. 

 

(4) Election of Secretary: Richard Leonard was nominated and elected after 

accepting the nomination. At this point, Peter Jepson indicated that he wished 

to withdraw as Chair since he did not feel he could work with Richard.  After 

much discussion, it was agreed to defer the appointment of all Officers until 

the next meeting (in July) – with existing Officers remaining in post until then.  

 

(5) Local Election Report: All candidates were congratulated on their result. 

There was general agreement that Walton North had an excellent result and 

that should be a target seat in 2018. Though, it was pointed out that the 

absence of a Residents Group made things easier when fighting the Tories. 

Reports were given for HV, WC, WN and WS. 

 

(6) Treasurers Report: Detailed accounts given with a report of a balance of 

£1,980, 74 left in the bank account. Details were also given of election 

expenses, and it was agreed that the Treasurer should query the share of 

subscriptions from the CLP and seek to see their audited accounts. 

 

(7) AOB: Agreed that the Secretary should write to the CLP seeking an AGM of 

the CLP.  

 

At the end of the meeting, Dr Peter Jepson gave a short presentation on 

‘Sovereignty & Democracy’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Correspondence with Irene Hamilton. 

 

Dear Peter 
Please give my apologies for tonights meeting as It would be 
extremely difficult for me to get there particularly late in the 
evening. 
As I said at the previous meeting I would be chair until the AGM. I 
have thought about this very carefully and,as you know, I would 
only have stood in order to keep you as secretary. I have no desire 
to hold the position otherwise. I therefore will be standing down 
and not seeking reelection. 
I have been very upset at the organising against me behind my 
back without the courtesy of asking me how I felt. I have no idea 
why people feel as they do and I can only surmise it is because of 
Richards dislike of me because he maintains I did not give him 
Hersham LP documents but I did give him the latest statements 
and up to date balances. It was me who facilitated the closure of 
the Walton Account, organised the Santander meeting and 
removed myself from the signatories. Walton was never 
questioned even though there is no information about the running 
of the account. 
Having always been on the left of the party I very much welcome 
all our new members and the new way of working. Because I am 
permanently disabled I very much regret I can no longer do all the 
things I did before and it is upsetting that the work I did in ensuring 
both Walton and Hersham fielded candidates and acted as agent 
is forgotten.  I also did the same for Molesey and for the General 
Election. 
I wish the branch well and if there is anything I can do please do 
not hesitate to ask 
 
Irene 

 

………………………………………. 

 

Irene, 
 
Thank you for your email and apologies for tonight’s AGM. 
 
There are not enough words in my vocabulary to express the 
gratitude of Labour Party members, supporters, voters, and the 
public generally, for your service to the Party and the community.  
 
In my twenty-five years or so living in the area you have been a 



constant activist who has encouraged and led then party. I do not 
know of a single person locally who has given so much to the party. 
You have been an example to us all. 
 
You state in your last sentence that you are willing to continue to 
help in any way you can. Let me assure you that I value your 
experience and advice. I feel fairly certain that I will be getting in 
touch to ask for your thoughts on events. There is also your list of 
contacts. In my view, we will need your expertise - even if it is 
given from a distance. 
 
My words of above are inadequate. They do not express enough 
the depth of gratitude that we should all feel. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Peter 
 
Dr Peter Jepson, 
WHLP Secretary. 

……………………………………. 
 

 
Peter 
 
Thank you for your very kind words. I did it for the party I first 
worked for 60 years ago. What a pity the others choose to abuse 
me a 75-year-old disabled woman. They should be ashamed 
 
Irene 


