
 Walton and Hersham Labour Party 

Minutes of the EGM held on the 5th July 2016 

 

Present: Irene Hamilton, Dan Ewen, Richard Leonard, Chris Sattethwaite, Sue Cooper, Dick Tyte, Peter 

Naylor, Mark Tehnsuko, Karen Hohler, Sarah Adams, Julie Crook, Vera-Anne Anderson, Jackie Andrews, Sue 

Hill, Steve Smith. 

1. Welcome: Irene Hamilton took the Chair and welcomed everyone. She expressed her pleasure at 

seeing so many members attending and said we had come a long way when everyone fited into her 

front room. 

2. Apologies: Sandra Buck, Dr. Peter Jepson, Katrina Jepson, Rachel Milling, Baroness Wheeler, Brian Forsdick, 

Kelly Haines, Peter Crooks. 

3. Minutes: The minutes of the AGM held on the 18th May were presented to the meeting and accepted as a 

true record. 

4. Matters Arising: There were no matters arising. 

5. Election of Officers: 

Chair:                             Dan Ewen 

Vice Chair:  Sue Cooper 

Secretary:  Richard Leonard 

        Treasurer:  Chris Satterthwaite 

6. Committee Restructuring: The Secretary reported that this item was on the agenda to stimulate 

discussion on how best we could be more effective in targeting new members. Positions such as 

Membership Secretary, Women’s Section Secretary, Youth Secretary should be considered. After 

considerable debate Sarah Adams volunteered to take on the role of Membership Secretary. This 

offer was accepted unanimously by the meeting. The other roles were left open for further 

discussion. 

7. WHLP Website: After a long discussion it was agreed that a site for members only was required as 

well as an open site for the general public. The officers were asked to look into this possibility at the 

same time as restructuring the control and moderation of the current site. 

8. General Meetings: It was agreed that the coffee mornings were a success and should continue with 

three or four formal General Meetings taking place per year. It was agreed that the branch should 

examine possibilities of expanding these meetings to a more suitable time for all members such as a 

Saturday morning breakfast club. The Secretary said he would report back to the branch. 

9. Leadership of the Labour Party:   Steve Smith proposed the motion “That this meeting deplores the 

action of the Parliamentary Labour Party bringing the Party into disrepute by calling a vote of no 

confidence in Jeremy Corbyn our duly elected leader.”  After a vigorous and passionate debate this 

motion was carried with no votes against and two abstentions. The Secretary was instructed to 

forward this decision to various organisations. 

10. There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed. 

      A presentation of a book on the political life of Nye Bevan, signed by many colleagues was made to Irene 

Hamilton who, through ill health, had stood down as Chair after many years. It was in appreciation of the 

commitment and tenacity she had shown over the years in keeping Walton and Hersham Labour Party active 

almost singlehandedly. In an emotional statement Irene expressed her gratitude to all members and wished 

the WHLP, in which she had every intention of staying active, every success in the future. 


