
 Walton and Hersham Labour Party 

Minutes of the General Meeting held on the 4th October 2016 

Present: Irene Hamilton, Dan Ewen, Richard Leonard, Sue Cooper, Dick Tyte, Mark Tehnsuko, Sarah Adams, 

Jackie Andrews, Sue Hill, Paul Milling, Gerry O’Driscoll, Phil Cox, Peter Ramsbottom, Steve Holbrook, Kevin 

Reed. 

1. Welcome: Dan Ewen took the Chair and welcomed everyone. He advised members of the rules and 

standing orders of Labour Party meetings. 

2. Apologies: Sandra Buck, Dr. Peter Jepson, Kelly Haines, Sagar Patel, Tim Watson, Chris Satterthwaite 

3. Minutes: The minutes of the EGM held on the 5th July were presented to the meeting and accepted as a true 

record and signed by the Chair. 

4. Matters Arising: Irene Hamilton said that the decision to change the moderation of the web site should 

have been made at this meeting. The Chair referred to Item 7 on the Agenda where the matter would be 

covered. 

5. Treasurer’s Report: 

        In the absence of the Treasurer, Chris Satterthwaite through illness, the Secretary Read out a report 

from the treasurer. This showed a current balance of £1,929.26 in the branch’s bank account, a 

deficit of £51.48 from the previous accounts of the 18th May 2016. A detailed breakdown of the 

account was also presented to the meeting and is available by email to all members. The report was 

accepted by the meeting. 

6. Committee Restructuring: Sue Cooper made a brief and well received presentation about the 

necessity of promoting Party policy to non-members. During her presentation and call for more 

support from members, Mark Tehnsuko volunteered to be Campaign Secretary. His offer was 

accepted gratefully by the meeting. Sue also reported that she would arrange a pop-up 

presentation in the very near future possibly at the Thamesmead estate. 

7. WHLP Website: The Chair explained the restructuring of the site and changes in the moderation. In 

future all officers of the branch would be consulted over contentious articles/comments. Irene 

Hamilton made the point that the poor facilities for disabled citizens in Walton and Hersham should 

be highlighted on the site. 

8. Any Other Business: 

Sarah Adams reported that the local Conservative MP, Dominic Raab, proposed holding an open 

public meeting on the 27th October at the Holy Trinity Church Hall, Claygate KT10 0JP and called for 

as many members as possible to attend. Sarah also asked members to provide her with questions to 

ask. She was thanked for bringing this to the attention of the meeting and the Secretary said he 

would email all members with details.  

The Secretary reported that the Thursday coffee mornings at the Riverhouse Barn would continue 

weekly unless advised otherwise. He also said that the Saturday Breakfast mornings would continue 

on the 3rd Saturday of every month at the Ashley Park opposite Walton station. A Christmas lunch 

would also be held at the Ashley Park on Saturday the 10th December 2016. Details would be 

emailed to all members shortly. 

9. Leadership of the Labour Party/General Discussion: 

              Due to the shortage of time available the Chair combined the last two items of the Agenda. 
              Mark Tehnsuko had opened the debate by expressing relief that the leadership issue had been settled and 

the Party could start addressing the problem of communicating our policies to the people of this country. 
              During a wide ranging and informative debate, the paucity of practical policies put to the electorate in the 

last twelve months was highlighted. This had to be addressed. The subject of Labour MPs being out of touch 
with the ordinary members was raised and questions were asked as to what the solution should be. 

 

10. There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed. 


