
Walton and Hersham Labour Party 

Minutes of the General Meeting held on the 7th December 2016 

Present: Dan Ewen, Richard Leonard, Lynn Howes, Sue Cooper, Dick Tyte, Mark Tehnsuko, Sarah Adams, 

Jackie Andrews, Sue Hill, Vera Anderson, Chris Satterthwaite, Sandra Buck, Gregg Smyth, Tim Watson. 

1. Welcome:  

Dan Ewen took the Chair and welcomed everyone. He advised members of the rules and standing 

orders of Labour Party meetings. 

2. Apologies:  
Kelly Haines, Phil Cox, Irene Hamilton, Jo Bailey, Peter Naylor 

3. Minutes:  
The minutes of the GM held on the 4th October were presented to the meeting and accepted as a true record 

and signed by the Chair. 

4. Matters Arising:  

There were no matters arising. 

5. Treasurer’s Report:  

The Treasurer, Chris Satterthwaite, gave his report. As of today’s date the balance in the branch’s 

bank account was a credit balance of £1819.26 in the branch’s bank accounts.  A breakdown of the 

account is available by email to all members. The report was accepted by the meeting. 

6. Campaign Secretary’s report:  

The Campaign secretary, Mark Tehnsuko, attended a meeting of Surrey LP and read out a report 

which had been produced by the Surrey LP to be considered by wards when producing a manifesto 

for the Surrey Council elections. As part of his committee’s deliberations for the election strategy, 

he will present this to his Campaign committee for consideration. A copy is attached to these 

minutes. Mark also expressed his disappointment that the CLP had not organised any campaigns 

recently. 

Sue Cooper reported that she hoped that the successful pop-ups would be continued monthly in 

the New Year with the first one possibly held in Hersham.    

The secretary reported that a new leafletting drive would start in the early New Year.  

7. Membership report:  

The Membership secretary, Sarah Adams, reported that two new members had joined since the last 

meeting and one was still in abeyance. The branch now had 240 members.  

8. WHLP Web Site/Facebook page:  

The meeting commented favourably on the quality of our Web site and the extension into other 

social media outlets. The Chair was congratulated and thanked for his efforts in the setting up and 

upkeep of these facilities.  Dan Ewen suggested that we approach Facebook and Google with a view 

to run an ongoing ‘pay-per-click’ advertising campaign with them This was approved by the 

meeting.  

9. Proposed Newsletter:  

The secretary outlined the plans to produce a leaflet in the form of a newsletter, for distribution in 

the wards. This should be distributed as early as possible in January. The Campaign secretary was 

confident that his committee could produce a draft within the time scale the secretary had 

suggested. Vice chair, Sue Cooper, Lynn Howes and Greg Smyth offered to assist in the newsletters 

production.   



10. Surrey County Council Elections – May 2016: The secretary reported that the Surrey County Council 

elections would be held on the 4th May 2017. Our branch must select two candidates, one for 

Walton and one for Hersham. The Walton Ward for the County Council elections consists of Walton 

North and Central. Walton South is combined with Oatlands and the Weybridge branch have 

apparently already selected a candidate. The secretary would write to the CLP secretary asking why 

WHLP was not consulted. The selection of the candidates should be made at our meeting in 

February. 

The campaign committee was charged by the meeting to produce a manifesto and strategy by our 

next general meeting in February. The Campaign secretary expressed his confidence that this date 

could be met. 

 

11. Any Other Business: 

A motion was proposed by Sandra Buck and seconded by Sue Hill. The motion was: 

 

“The WHLP recommends that local branch members take more of an active role in facilitating the 

running of Esher and Walton CLP’s website/Facebook page.  We recommend that our officers be 

given administration rights to all EWCLP Facebook groups. The effect would result in these groups 

being more open and democratically run.” 

 

A rigorous debate took place during which criticism was made of the leadership of the CLP for lack 

of clarity and transparency, particularly towards the administration of the Facebook Forum, with 

arbitrary decision making taken by members who were not appointed by the CLP to that role. The 

motion was passed unanimously. The secretary was instructed to send a copy of the motion, 

together with a summary of the views expressed at the meeting, to the secretary of the CLP. 

 

Mark Tehnsuko and Sarah Adams then gave reports of the public meeting which they attended, 

addressed by Dominic Raab MP who represents our constituency of Esher and Walton. Both 

confirmed that it was a bit of a shambles and even local Tories started heckling Mr Raab. They 

concluded that the meeting was a personal disaster for our MP. 

 

There being no other business the meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the chair.  

 

 


