
Walton and Hersham Labour Party 

Minutes of the General Meeting held on the 7th February 

2017 

Present: Dan Ewen, Richard Leonard, Lynn Howes, Sue Cooper, Dick Tyte, Mark Tehnsuko, 

Sarah Adams, Jackie Andrews, Vera Anderson, Sandra Buck, Gregg Smyth, Irene Hamilton, 

Kelly Haines, Peter Ramsbottom. 

1. Welcome: 
       Dan Ewen took the chair and welcomed everyone. 

2. Apologies: 
Sue Hill, Dr. Peter Jepson, Katrina Jepson, Julie Stewart, Adrian Mills, Tim Watson, Chris 
Satterthwaite 

3. Minutes:  
The minutes of the GM held on the 6th December 2016 were presented to the meeting and 
accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair. 

4. Matters Arising: 
There were no matters arising. 

5. Executive report: 
The secretary reported that Mark Tehnsuko had resigned from his position of campaign 
secretary for health reasons. The meeting thanked Mark for his contribution to the branch 
and hoped he would soon recover his health. 
The secretary also reported that he had received an email from Clacton CLP inviting everyone 
to join their march on the 25th February in support of the NHS. 

6. Treasurer’s report: 
In the absence of the treasurer, the secretary presented the financial report which was 
distributed to the meeting. Our bank balance on the 7th February was £1,662.68. 

7. Campaign report: 
Due to the resignation of Mark Tehnsuko, which was reported earlier, the campaign strategy 
for the Surrey Council elections in May 2017 was not able to be presented to the meeting. 
The Chair pointed out that the matter would be discussed under Item 11 on the Agenda. The 
secretary also reported that Peter Ramsbottom had volunteered to act as editor on the 
campaign literature, an offer which was gratefully accepted. 

8. Membership report: 
           Sarah Adams reported that one member had left the branch and one new member had                

joined since the last meeting.  
9.  WHLP Web Site/Facebook Page: 
           Dan Ewen explained that the style of the Web site had been changed to avoid being               

mistaken for that of the CLP. He recommended continuing with Facebook advertising for 
directing traffic to the site which had been successful in the past. This was agreed by the 
meeting. 

10. Newsletter: 
 The secretary reported that the Newsletter would be available in hard copy from this 

Thursday, it was currently available on our Web site and social media sites. He appealed for 
more volunteers to deliver them. 

11. County Council elections: 
 a) Due to Mark’s enforced resignation the Campaign Committee had not convened to discuss 

election strategy. The secretary reminded the meeting of the tight schedule we now faced 
and that a campaign committee should be formed to produce a coherent programme for the 
elections. All the officers of the Party would make up the campaign committee with the 
addition of the following members, who had all volunteered their services, Kelly Haines, 
Irene Hamilton, Lynn Howes and Gregg Smyth. They were asked to produce something very 
quickly.  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) There being no other candidate offered, Dan Ewen was selected as prospective candidate 
for Walton unanimously and the selection of the Hersham candidate was postponed until 
the next meeting. 

12. Any Other Business: 
 a) The referendum by Surrey County Council seeking approval of a 15% increase to the 

Council Rates had been withdrawn just prior to this meeting. Sue Cooper then withdrew her 
proposed debate as there were more urgent matters to be discussed and time was running 
short. 

  
b) Jackie Andrews presented a comprehensive report on the Elmbridge Borough council’s 
local plan for the borough for the next decade. A full discussion took place but with members 
saying that the plan was so extensive they would need considerable time to digest Jackie’s 
wide-ranging report. After considerable debate, it was agreed that the matter should be a 
stand-alone subject for debate at a future meeting and the debate was adjourned till then. 

  
c) Sarah Adams had expressed her concern about the way the recent CLP meeting had been 
allowed to turn into a fiasco in front of invited speakers. She pointed out that new members 
could easily have been put off attending future meetings if they thought this was how 
meetings were generally conducted. She received assurances that the meeting had 
descended into a fiasco because of the way the CLP had previously been organised. The 
secretary and chair assured her that the CLP had now been reorganised and that in future 
meetings should run properly and smoothly. 

 
There being no other business the meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the chair. 

 
 
 


