
Minutes from Walton and Hersham Labour Party Branch meeting – 18th September 2017 

Present: Dick Tyte, Gerry O’Driscoll, Kevin Reed, Peter Ramsbottom, Sue Cooper, Jackie Andrews, 

Katrina Jepson, Bronte Shiltz, Sandra Buck, Irene Hamilton, Julie Crook,  

Apologies received from: Sarah Adams, Chris Satterthwaite, Richard Leonard, Kelly Haines, Lynn, 

David Ward, 

1 In the absence of Sarah Adams, the meeting was chaired by vice-chair Peter Ramsbottom. 

 

2 Guest speaker - Surrey County Councillor (Stanwell), Robert Evans was welcomed to the 

meeting. He gave an information presentation focussing upon ‘The challenges of Surrey County 

Council politics and addressing local issues”. In providing advice and guidance as to how the branch 

might encourage more Labour votes he suggested: a series of leaflets/campaigns/public meetings 

around local issues e.g. fire station closure plans, where increasing response times could endanger 

lives, street lights out at night, cost of recycling services and impact of this, cuts to transport/health 

services etc; knocking on doors is essential to tell people what is going on; issues include quality of 

roads, pavements, bus service “we drive not just on the left of the road but is what is left of the 

roads”!  

 

He commented that in Surrey with have 11 Borough Councils and civic centres, and could save 

money by becoming a unitary authority – more efficient, saves money and brings politicians closer to 

the people. 

 

Useful tips: use Contact Creator to record uncontacted people, and deliver letter from candidate the 

day before the election 

 

3 Election of New Branch Chair and Secretary 

 

Peter Ramsbottom was nominated as Chair by Gerry O’Driscoll and seconded by Katrina Jepson, and 

was elected unopposed following the resignation of Sarah Adams 

 

Bronte Shiltz was nominated as Secretary by Dick Tyte, and seconded by Irene Hamilton, and was 

elected unopposed following the resignation of Sue Cooper 

 

4 Campaign update and election preparation 

Campaign Secretary, Jackie Andrews spoke about recent pop up event that had taken place outside 

the Coop in Terrace Road and reported back on her work reviewing the electoral register using 

‘campaign coordinator’ in preparation for the May elections.  

All to think about getting involved in Hersham Community Council 

5 Newsletter 

Bronte and Jackie volunteered to start work on this – items to include bus service, free school, 

affordable housing, fire station, update on Hersham Village Hall, pavements 

6 Nomination of officers for the Constituency Labour Party 

Bronte Shiltz was nominated by the branch to stand as CLP LBHT officer 

7 Local issues 

New ‘free’ secondary school planned for Waterside Drive – branch of Heathside Academy 

Meeting closed at 9.30pm 

 


