
Minutes from Walton and Hersham Branch Labour Party meeting – 22nd January 2018 

Present: Peter Ramsbottom, Bronte Schiltz, Gerry O’Driscoll, Dick Tyte, Katrina Jepson, Julie 
Crook, Irene Hamilton, Jackie Andrews, Vera-Anne Anderson, Lana Hylands, Rachael Milling, 
Gerry Daly and Joan Wall. 

Apologies received from Sue Cooper, Sandra Buck, Adrian Mills and Joanne Humphries. 

Matters arising from previous meetings: 

• Gerry O’Driscoll, who was elected at the last meeting, has had difficulties with transferring 

the WHLP bank account into his name but should now be able to finalise the transfer. 

Paper copies of the bank statement still go to Irene Hamilton, which will be brought up 

by Gerry to Santander. 

• Lana Hylands has been selected as council candidate for Walton North. 

• Irene Hamilton submitted opposition to boundary changes on behalf of WHLP, which was 

acknowledged. The changes may not go ahead due to the DUP – they would lose seats if 

the boundary changes went ahead. 

Election of Vice Chair: 

Dick Tyte was nominated by Gerry O’Driscoll and seconded by Irene Hamilton and Bronte Schiltz, 

and was elected unopposed. 

Campaign update – canvassing planning: 

• Canvassing will start again soon in Walton North, focussing on the three estates. People 

from across the constituency will be invited to participate. As well as door to door 

canvassing, we will be running street stalls in Walton Central and Walton North, and could 

use a phone banking app for phone canvassing. We will be canvassing throughout the 

year in order to collect data for Contact Creator. Training is available online on 

MembersNet, including a webinar called “Be Campaign Ready, Be Confident On The 

Doorstep”. 

• Alongside collecting data, we will be encouraging voters to register for a postal vote and 

reminding them that having been registered for a postal vote in the past does not mean 

that they will automatically be sent one this time, and they must register again. A query 

will be sent to Regional officer to clarify whether we are allowed to download the 

application form to hand out and send completed forms to the council on voters’ behalf. 

Peter Ramsbottom suggested aiming to register 80 supporters for a postal vote. 

• We would like to make our social media more active – members are encouraged to post 

on our Facebook pages. We will be considering using targeted advertising to promote 

candidates’ profiles to potential voters. 

 



• Irene Hamilton has volunteered to act as agent for Julie Crook and assist with paperwork 

and Bronte Schiltz has volunteered to act as agent for Lana Hylands. On March 6th there 

will be a meeting for agents with Robert Moran in committee room 3 at the Elmbridge 

Civic Centre at 6pm. 

Newsletter update and distribution planning: 

The newsletter has been sent to Regional officer for approval and should be printed shortly. 

Volunteers will be contacted to assist with delivery when it has been printed. The focus will be 

Walton North, particularly the social housing estates. 

Fundraising – ideas from members: 

Suggested ideas: 

• Barbecue when the weather improves 

• Dinner at the Ashley Park Hotel 

• Quiz 

➢ Irene Hamilton has volunteered to prepare the questions 

➢ The event would be hosted to raise election funds for WHLP but an invitation would 

be extended to the rest of the constituency for branches to send a team 

• 100 club 

➢ Suggested prices for shares were £1 (some felt this was too low), £2 and £5 (some felt 

this was too high) 

➢ We must be careful to comply with legal regulations 

➢ Members may have to notify their banks of their membership as small transactions 

can be indicative of fraud and cause a bank account to be frozen 

There is a webinar on fundraising available on MembersNet. 

Treasury update – establishment of auditing and security regulations: 

Only the treasurer should have a card. The treasurer, secretary and chair should be registered as 

cheque signatories, with any two officers able to pay out any amount while any one officer would 

be able to pay out up to a certain amount, e.g. £100. Each treasurer should have separate login 

details, and previous treasurers should no longer have access to the accounts. 

Irene Hamilton and Julie Crook, who were elected as auditors at the last meeting, will audit the 

previous treasurer’s books in preparation for the finalisation of the account transfer. 

Dick Tyte thanked WHLP on behalf of Thames Radical Cinema for the loan which has now been 

repaid. 

 

 



What’s new locally – information sharing: 

Hersham Village Hall is being renovated and there are plans to combine it with Hersham Library, 

but the library would only have one room. There is a covenant on Hersham Library from a 

previous Hersham councillor called Sid Jackson that it only be used as a library which the current 

council may be unaware of, although it is possible to remove covenants. 


