
Minutes from Walton and Hersham Branch Labour Party meeting – 26th October 2017 

Present: Peter Ramsbottom, Bronte Schiltz, Gerry O’Driscoll, Dick Tyte, Katrina Jepson, Julie 
Crook, Sandra Buck, Irene Hamilton, Jackie Andrews, Sue Cooper. 

Apologies received from Richard Leonard, Kelly Haines, Vee Anderson, Sarah Adams, Chris 
Satterthwaite, Rob Fellows, Linda Wall, Adrian Mills, Gordon Mills, Stephen Smith. 

1. Election of Treasurer 

Gerry O’Driscoll was nominated as Treasurer by Dick Tyte and seconded by Sue Cooper, and was 
elected unopposed following the resignation of Chris Satterthwaite. 

Irene Hamilton and Julie Crook were nominated as Auditors to replace Gerry by Sandra Buck and 
seconded by Julie Crook and Katrina Jepson, and was elected unopposed. 

2. Boundary Changes 

The Boundary Commission have announced changes to boundaries following plans to reduce the 
number of MPs. Under these changes, Hersham would be divided in half, with the southern half 
moving from Esher and Walton to Runnymede and Weybridge. Irene Hamilton proposed 
opposition from the branch, seconded by Julie Crook and Sandra Buck, and supported by all 
present. 

3. Appointment of Candidates for Local Elections in May 2018 

Julie Crook was nominated for Hersham by Irene Hamilton and seconded by Katrina Jepson and 
Sandra Buck, and was elected unopposed. 

Katrina Jepson was nominated for Walton South by Irene Hamilton and seconded by Dick Tyte, 
and was elected unopposed. 

Peter Ramsbottom was nominated for Walton Central by Julie Crook and seconded by Sandra 
Buck, and was elected unopposed. 

4. Organisation of Campaign Committee & Discussion of Strategy 

Campaign Coordinator Jackie Andrews emphasised the need for training prior to canvassing. 
Regional Office are to be contacted requesting assistance in this area. Jackie also mentioned the 
availability of Labour webinars which members could attend. Irene Hamilton offered to assist 
with training as she has experience with organising canvassing. The issue of deciding what we 
want to get out of canvassing – e.g. surveying how people are going to vote, finding out which 
local and national issues are of highest importance to people, helping people to register for postal 
votes, etc. – was also raised. Jackie suggested ideally canvassing every weekend in order to collect 
as much data and to make our presence as known as possible. With regard to leafleting, Irene 
Hamilton mentioned that if leaflets are delivered by Royal Mail they are more likely to be 
discarded as they will be delivered in piles of other leaflets, and that it may therefore be better 
to deliver leaflets by hand, focussing on Walton North as it is a marginal ward. 

 



5. Our next newsletter 

A draft copy of the newsletter was distributed for feedback and further topics were suggested, 
such as streetlights being turned off and social housing. 

6. What’s new locally – information sharing 

With regard to burglaries going unsolved in the Ambleside area, Sue Cooper mentioned that 
someone in Terrace Road was recently burgled and it took the police three weeks to responded, 
and suggested pressing for freedom of information on the police’s response time by area, as it is 
believed to be higher in some than others. Sandra Buck mentioned a statement released by the 
Metropolitan Police that they are in some cases unable to respond to burglaries due to limited 
numbers, which Irene Hamilton believes may also be the case locally.  

7. Forthcoming social events 

Irene Hamilton suggested that some of the coffee mornings be held in Hersham rather than 
Walton. Dick Tyte also proposed that no decisions be made regarding BLP matters during the 
coffee mornings as many members are unable to attend, which was agreed upon by all present. 
No plans have been made for the Christmas meal as yet. 


