
How safe is your house or flat from a dreadful fire? Are you sure that your loved ones are protected by Surrey County 

Council from the devastation this usually causes? The future of your service is in grave danger, with Surrey facing the 

biggest funding cuts in England. This is not only putting all of you at risk, but also putting the Fire Fighters own lives in  

danger.  The service has saved £20m and have been told to save another  £6m. The current budget is only £31.5m and the 

Fire Service is already at breaking point. 

The morale amongst Fire Fighters is currently at rock bottom with many transferring to other brigades, leaving early or 

seeking new jobs due to high levels of stress, fatigue and a very uncertain future with redundancies looming. 44% of 

frontline fire fighters have been lost to the service already. Facebook pages have been started for each station by the Fire 

Fighters to publicise all the great work they do for the public and community, and also to highlight the cuts that are being 

imposed. This has had an amazing response, making national tabloids and radio stations as well as keeping all local 

residents up to date with events, incidents and closures. How has this great response been met by Surrey County Council? 

Its brave councillors have ordered all such Facebook pages to be closed, gagging the Fire Fighters from speaking out and 

informing the public of the dangers that they are being put in on a daily basis. Walton Retained  was off the run (closed) for 

a staggering  77% of the time in August alone. 

It is now a regular occurrence for the county to have 6-7 fire engines unavailable each day due to staff shortages, meaning 

that appliances have to travel further to get to incidents causing attendance times to increase. Without the good will of fire 

fighters doing overtime, there would be around 10 appliances unavailable each day/night. A fire engine used to have a 

minimum of 5 Fire Fighters and maximum of 7, but in 2014, SFRS reduced this to a maximum of 4 (the bare minimum 

required on a fire engine). The ramifications of this have meant that the fire fighters are being stretched to their limit at 

incidents and have to wait for a 2nd fire appliance to arrive before deploying anybody into a fire for their own personal 

safety. The stress and pressure that this puts upon Fire Fighters is extreme as a crew of 4 are very limited in what they can 

do, to make this worse, SFRS are currently trialling vans crewed by 2 Fire Fighters, along with various station closures 

including Esher, to attempt to meet SCC’s budget cuts by 2020. Elmbridge has the highest council tax in the country and we 

do not believe that this should be happening. Enough is enough. 

A Fire Fighter’s Story  
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH 

Surrey Firefighter puts his job on the line to speak out at 
potential life threatening effects of cuts and tells us what 

the County Council is doing with YOUR money 

The Tory Government’s feeble attempt to stop giving the 

needy the support they need for survival, Universal 

Credit, will be replacing six ‘means tested’ benefits: Child 

Tax Credit, Housing Benefit, Income-Based Job Seekers Allowance (JSA), Income-Related Employment and Support 

Allowance (ESA), Income Support and Working Tax Credit. 

Universal Credit will be rolled out in Surrey on 28th November this year, one of the last areas to receive the new system.  

This will be for first time claims or changes to existing claims.  In 2020, all current benefit claimants will be automatical ly 

moved across to Universal Credit. There aren’t any paper forms to make a claim . all claims have to be made online.  New 

claimants also need to prove their identity. 

Universal Credit - It’s Coming Soon 
ARE YOU READY?  National Get Online Week 15th –21st October 
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Do Senior Citizens Matter? - Seems not to Elmbridge Council  
Most senior citizens have survived the many terrible conflicts, including a World War, that have 
scarred the 20th and 21st centuries forever. All they seek is a peaceful and contented final few years 
of their lives. 

In our modern, caring society, we owe them at least that, surely?   Well, local councillors don’t seem 
to agree.  Until recently assisted accommodation, now operated by PA Housing on behalf  of 

Elmbridge BC, had an attendant on call 24 hours a day. Not anymore.  Local councillors, representing Tory, Liberal 
Democrats and Resident Associations parties, have replaced the full time attendant with an employee, who is on duty for 
one day a week, and not at all at weekends. These attendants often cover four different locations each.  There is no doubt 
that these employees fulfil their tasks to the best of their ability, but they simply cannot replace a professional 24 hours 
caring team.  

Hersham Village Hall - How it looks today 
Hersham residents are asking why the mostly Tory led council have allowed the Village Hall to deteriorate 
to such an extent over the years and why Hersham Councillors have let this happen. 
 
It was standing room only on Monday evening 1st October at the Hersham Centre for the Community 

when the Elmbridge Borough Council roadshow came to town “Your Voice Matters”.  The majority of 

attendees there, to hear the proposals for re-opening our village hall, were left disappointed and angry, 

feeling that the real plans were left unsaid by the Leader of the Council, Tim Oliver.  Funding is available, 

a whopping £2 million CIL monies to be spent in Hersham as stated by one of the Councillors.  The rhetoric of feasibility 

studies and consultations liberally scattered throughout the whole presentation means only one thing - the continued, 

enforced closure, of Hersham village hall. 

Hersham has been denied a village hall for well over a year now, following the abrupt closure of a village hall that was well 

used and an important part of Hersham. It is a disgrace that residents of Hersham should be treated this way by their own 

councillors. 
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Schools are in Financial Crisis - Tories can’t add up 
They say they’re spending more money than ever on education. But the amount spent per pupil in England’s schools has 
fallen by 8% since 2010 . Parents are having to fork out cash, and subsidise schools, to help buy books and equipment.  
Many school buildings need repairing but there’s no money to fix them.  Teaching and support staff posts have been lost , 
class sizes are rising and the number of subjects on offer has narrowed.  Secondary schools in deficit has trebled, funding to 
early years provision has been hit, support services for disabled and special needs children reduced..   
Planning permission is being sought for Walton’s new Heathside Free School.  It’s vital that the planned Walton Heathside 
Free School is open to all abilities, is properly funded and is democratically accountable, fully transparent in the way it is 
run and how it spends public money. Labour will put the individual needs of each child at the heart of its education policy.  
It will cut class sizes for 5-7-year olds and reintroduce free school meals in primary schools. 
Conference flash: Labour will introduce 30 hours of universal free high quality childcare for 2, 3,and 4 year olds, 

more for those on the lowest incomes 

Bus Service Cuts - Can you afford to be ill? 
Having a hospital appointment is worrying enough without the huge stress of trying to work out 
how you’re getting there if you don’t have a car, or a friend or relative to take you. If you live in 
Walton it used to be easy, but now the 461 doesn’t go all the way to St Peter’s Hospital, you have 
to change at Addlestone. The 431 service runs from Field common to St Peter’s Hospital but the 
return journey stops early afternoon until the evening. To be really confident of getting to the 
hospital on time, or getting home in time for dinner you have no choice but to get a cab. It 
shouldn’t be this difficult to get to and from your local hospital. The answer is a simple one. A fully comprehensive bus 
service from Kingston all the way to St. Peter’s Hospital should be urgently reinstated. 


